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This report will present an overview of the prison situation in 

Armenia, though it should be noted that the number of sources found 

in English was scarce. The report is composed of three parts. The first 

one focuses on the data found related to prisons in Armenia (number 

of detainees, etc.). The second part summarises a report of the Council 

of Europe (CoE) that outlines the improvement of prison reform in 

Armenia. The third part focuses on a report from international NGOs 

and recapitulates their understanding of the situation of the prison 
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system in Armenia. 

 

Data on the Armenian Prison System  

 

The Armenian overall population is composed of 3 million inhabitants, 

and the incarceration rate is 162 incarcerated per 100,000 inhabitants, with 

a total of 2,267 prisoners in 11 prison facilities. The prison density is 106%, 

and the Ministry of Justice is the authority in charge of the prison system.1 

The death penalty has been abolished in Armenia since 2003.2 

Pre-trial/remand population rate (per 100,000 of national population), 

was 24 in 2001, 45 in 2010, and 44 in 2018, which constitutes a great 

increase in the last decade. According to Prison Studies, the percentage of 

the total prison population has also increased from 18.1% in 2001 to 37.1% 

in 2018. The number in pre-trial remand imprisonment has risen from 762 to 

1,313.3 The number of female prisoners is relatively low, with 123 inmates 

in 2002 and 125 in 2018. The female prison population rate (per 100,000 of 

national population) has been around 4.0 since the 2000s. Below is a chart 

showing the general trend in the prison population since 2000 (realised by 

 
1 https://www.prisonstudies.org/country/armenia 
2https://www.prison-insider.com/countryprofile/prisons-armenia-en?s=populations-

specifiques-5d9b19c2d4a4f#populations-specifiques-5d9b19c2d4a4f 
3 https://www.prisonstudies.org/country/armenia 
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prison studies).4  

 Graph on the total prison population in Armenia since 2000. Source: Prison Studies.5  

The CoE on Armenian prison reform 

 

The CoE has set an action plan with Armenia to carry out reforms in 

order to increase the independence of the prison system and to meet 

European Standards for human rights and prisoners rights. The new Action 

Plan for the Legal and Judicial reforms was initiated in 2018 and should end 

in 2023. Below is outlined the main elements of the latter document of the 

CoE: the Action plan for Armenia (2019-2022).6 It is an interesting document 

that analyses the reform carried out in Armenia concerning the penitentiary 

system. The major elements are the following:  

- Armenia needs to “to improve detention conditions in prisons by 

strengthening the protection of inmates’ human rights and their access 

to health care”.7 

- The CoE recognises the progress on the legislative institutional and 

professional level that lead to the development of the healthcare 

system in prison, with an increase in the number of trained medical in 

the 11 prisons (including the establishment of the Penitentiary Medicine 

Centre).  

 
4 https://www.prisonstudies.org/country/armenia 
5 https://www.prisonstudies.org/country/armenia 
6 https://rm.coe.int/action-plan-armenia-2019-2022-en-web-version/168092014b 
7 https://rm.coe.int/action-plan-armenia-2019-2022-en-web-version/168092014b 

https://rm.coe.int/action-plan-armenia-2019-2022-en-web-version/168092014b
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- The CoE also supports penitentiary reform through the assistance 

provided to improve the healthcare system that would meet the CoE 

standards. The report leads to the conclusion that “inmates, including 

persons with disabilities and other vulnerable groups, enjoy better 

conditions and provision of health care in prisons. Medical 

independence within the prison system is strengthened. A fully-fledged 

probation service is operational at national level in line with European 

standards”8 

- The probation service staff has also seen its capacity increase in order 

to be able to execute new tasks.  

- The reform also has been successful for the police that “operates in line 

with European standards as a result of the relevant reforms.”9 

 

As pointed out in the report, since 2015 the European Union and the 

Council of Europe Partnership for Good Governance have been helping 

Armenia in diverse sections of its justice system (such as prisons’ healthcare 

systems, the fight against corruption, etc.).10 The main areas of the help of 

the CoE are human rights, rule of law and democracy. The action plan is 

worth 18.9 million euros.11  

Moreover, a report has to be published in the year 2020 by the 

Committee against Torture (following their 2019 visit). When published, the 

report will include a specific part on police ill-treatment, conditions of 

prisoners (etc.), and this report would be interesting to analyse for more 

details on prisoners’ conditions in Armenia.12  

 
8  https://rm.coe.int/action-plan-armenia-2019-2022-en-web-version/168092014b 
9 https://rm.coe.int/action-plan-armenia-2019-2022-en-web-version/168092014b 
10 https://rm.coe.int/action-plan-armenia-2019-2022-en-web-version/168092014b 
11 https://www.coe.int/en/web/programmes/armenia 
12 https://www.coe.int/en/web/cpt/-/the-cpt-visits-armenia 
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NGOs reports  

 

Human Right Watch reported three events concerning the 

“accountability for law enforcement abuse”. It states that the Armenian police 

has been known for its impunity and use of force during protests. It notices 

that in 2019, a high-ranking official was charged with murder (he murdered 

a protester during a demonstration). Nevertheless, cases concerning two 

demonstrations in 2016 and 2015 where excessive police force was used 

towards demonstrators remain suspended because “authorities claimed they 

were unable to identify the alleged perpetrators.13 

In the report of Freedom House, they outlined that jailed opposition 

figures were released after the campaigns done by Yelq lawmakers. The law 

concerning the general Amnesty (that follow the election of the new 

president) was also criticised by some observers due to their supposed 

political motives. Freedom House also reports “abuse of detainees and poor 

conditions in prisons persist.” Noticing however that following the change of 

government in 2018, some old investigations concerning police violence were 

brought up again.14   

 

 

Conclusion 

To conclude the overall situation of the prison system in Armenia 

is being reformed. Even though the number of inmates has seen an 

increase in the last few years, the general conditions of prisons seem 

to have been enhanced thanks to the reforms carried out jointly with 

the CoE. 

 
13https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/armenia 
14 https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2019/armenia 
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