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VISION

Protected person in a just society

 

MISSION

To strive for a just Armenia where respect for Human Rights of all is a reality

ABOUT HELSINKI

ASSOCIATION FOR

HUMAN RIGHTS



OBJECTIVES

HAHR strives to provide:

1. Advocation for the transparency and accountability of state structures through regular

Human Rights monitoring, reporting, and promoting civic participation in the decision

making process.

2. Formation and development of legal culture and an increase of legal consciousness of

Armenian society through education and outreach.

3. Practical protection of infringed rights and freedoms through legal aid, including legal

representation, consultations, and strategic litigation.

4. Advocation and control of the implementation of international Human Rights obligations

by Armenia.

5. Insuring organizational stability and growth through diversification of funding sources

and creation of safe and stable working environment within the organization.

 

https://www.hahr.am/index.php/en/home



WHAT DID WE DO?

10
 VOLUNTEERS

5 COUNTRIES

10 QUESTIONS

T0 BETTER

EVALUATE THE

HUMAN RIGHTS

SITUATION IN

ARMENIA

NON ARMENIAN

AND DIASPORA



Human right is the inalienable

right of human beings of achieving

freedom, equality and respect.

Human rights are basic rights that allow

every human being to live in a decent,

free and safe way. They protect every

individual and should be applied in every

country.

Human rights are the basic (fundamental)

rights and freedoms that belong to every

individual.

 
Human rights are the

fundamental, universally

accepted rights like the right to

water, food, healthcare, safety,

political freedom, etc.

HOW WOULD YOU DEFINE THE HUMAN

RIGHTS ?

Human rights are the natural, inalienable and sacred

rights of the individuals, no matter the laws in force or

the specificities of each individual, preserving

therefore the freedom and the dignity of each person.



THE POSITION OF THE VOLUNTEERS

 

According to the various definitions of the volunteers, human rights are universal

and mostly political, because they consider them as the main way of protecting

their freedom. 

Therefore, the human rights appear to one of the most sensitive political

instruments, that should be protected in any situation.

 

WHAT TO DO TO IMPROVE THE SITUATION

 

FIRST to promote Armenia's accession to the various human rights treaties

THEN to ensure the compliance with the treaties signed by the country

FINALLY to provide for a legislative text listing and protecting human rights in

Armenia as to improve the  protection of rights within the country through

specific and efficient instruments



Mostly about the great struggles it is to

protect it, that it is generally not so much.

WHAT DID YOU HEAR BEFORE COMING CONCERNING THE HUMAN RIGHTS

SITUATION IN ARMENIA?

I knew Armenia was one of the most

democratic country of the region (region

as in the Eurasian Region, taking into

account central asian countries) and I have

heard about the conditions of the LGBTQ

community. I also knew that they had a

frozen conflict with Azerbaijan. All these

topics were and are related indirectly with

the protection of human rights.

I have been involved in the Diaspora

community for my whole life in the USA,

and I have heard very little on the subject.

It is more focused on the political

situations, which I guess is similar, but I

wish it was more specific.

Not so much, the human rights situation in

Armenia is not really broadcasted.

There was no negative image overall, neither was

there a positive image. I'd say better than in

Russia or Belarus.



Yes, there has been moderate changes

after the "Velvet Revolution". Notably

regarding minorities.

Government change is a good start but

they are vulnerable from pushing human

rights protection too fast, as many are

looking to use that against them. I think

they want to promote it more but are

hampered by competing political interests.

I have expected some changements to

happen since the Velvet Revolution. But

according to several local citizens, things

are maybe changing, but with a very slow

pace. My guess is that the changement

might be faster if the next election goes to

another good direction, since the

Parliament is rather an obstacle right now

that a good dynamic.

Not necessarily human rights policy, but I

believe the atmosphere the new

government has created is much more

conducive to human rights protections.

DO YOU THINK THAT THERE HAS BEEN RECENT CHANGES IN THE HUMAN RIGHT

POLICY ?



THE FEELINGS OF THE VOLUNTEERS

In view of their responses, the volunteers are rather optimistic about the current human rights situation in

Armenia. They noted progress, but stressed the need to continue to improve the situation. They  however

emphasized the fact that the progress are only noticeable very slowly. Therefore, the protection of human

rights may still seem precarious as long as the political system is not totally well-balanced.

 

WHAT TO DO TO IMPROVE THE SITUATION
 

ASSURE THE SEPARATION OF POWERS: make sure that the changes made are a real change and not

the transition from one neopotic system to another

CREATE TRUST IN THE SYSTEM: it also involves to stress out the role of NGOs and press in the balance

of powers in Armenia

COMMUNICATE: Inform the people of the progress made, but also of the possibilities and/or the

projects envisaged. Not only should be informed the Armenians, but also all the diaspora which is

nowadays not fully aware of the human rights situation in the country.



No, especially for women, members of the

LGBTQ community and converts to non-

traditional faiths.

Absolutely not. The judges in power

are still mostly corrupt and

influence judicial decisions based

on their self interests.

Not really, I heard a lot of scandals and

affairs related to the judicial system. I

did not dig deep into it, but my overall

opinion would be rather negative, based

on what i heard from the locals and the

press.

DO YOU THINK THE HUMAN RIGHTS ARE WELL PROTECTED IN ARMENIA?

DO YOU TRUST THE ARMENIAN JUDICIAL SYSTEM?

I would say that for the region Armenia have quite a decent

system of human rights protection. It is far from being perfect

but there are some independent and powerful Human rights

NGOs, which is already a positive point. However, Armenia is

not a free country. According to Freedom House, it is only fairly

free, hence, the protection of the minorities, of the liberty of

expression or of the freedom of press could be better.

I'd trust more in comparison

with the Russian judicial

system, but overall I don't

trust it very much.



No, I think the Prime Minister while trying

to reform the country office is also trying

too hard to control every aspect of the

government instead of letting it organically

change with the times.

DO YOU THINK THERE IS A PROPER SEPARATION OF POWERS IN ARMENIA ?

Not now but I hope that with time it gets

further sorted out. Both the old and new

regimes have issues in this but if Armenia

continues to develop politically hopefully it will

find a better balance. It is difficult in such a

small country where everyone knows

everyone and their interests.

The concept of separation of powers is a Franco-

American concept not necessarily easily applicable to

Eastern-cultured countries. Nonetheless, efforts to

"modernize" the country since the 2018 "revolution"

have opened the door to establishing independent

powers in Armenia. We truly underestimate to what

extent political customs are based on culture, making

successful reform therefore reliant on cultural change.

While the offices of the prime minister and ministry of

justice are in coflict with each other, which speaks of

some kind of separation of powers, I believe the general

trajectory is heading towards a thinning separation of

powers.



THE ARMENIAN PROTECTION OF RIGHTS COMPARED TO THE OTHERS

Although the interviews highlight the problems raised in the protection of human rights,

volunteers seem to be aware that the protection of these rights could be much worse,

especially compared to Armenia's neighbors. Armenia has been for example elected as

country of the year for its Velvet Revolution and it gives some hopes concerning the

future of the country.

 

WHAT COULD BE DONE

 

In order to assure a better visibility of the fights to be led, it could be interesting to stress

out the strenghts and weaknesses of the Armenian policy on the various human rights

subjects. For example, one of the critical points raised by the volunteers is the size of the

country, which makes it more difficult to fight against the multiple self-interests and the

oligarchy. To know what have been already set up in similar countries on this point would

be inspiring.



ARMENIAN CITIZENS IN POVERTY

WOMEN

LGBTQ+

ACCORDING TO YOU, WHICH INDIVIDUALS NEED GREATER PROTECTION OF

THEIR RIGHTS IN ARMENIA?

According to me the most vulnerable groups

are the LGBTQ COMMUNITY and the

RELIGIOUS MINORITIES. Both are not well-

known and well perceived by the majority of

the population. 

WOMENMINORITIES (based on ethnic,

sexual orientation, etc.)

 The most MARGINALIZED AND VULNERABLE

COMMUNITIES in Armenia, such as ethnic,

religious, and sexual minorities

WOMEN, due to their role in

Armenian society



Human rights that are in conflict with the

strong traditional customs of Armenia.
Many of the human rights challenges Armenia faces are

related to the police: corruption in the police force,

excessive use of force by the police (including torture), and

police impunity. Armenia faces numerous other human rights

challenges, including discrimination and violence against

women and members of the LGBT community, freedom of

speech, freedom of assembly, etc.

The traditionalist mentality which is something

that should be challenged. To remove certain

traditional would be detrimental to Armenian

society, but on the whole I think it would be

healthy to open a channel for dialogue and

discussion on what values should be

maintained and which should adapt to the

times.

The greatest human rights challenge in Armenia is first and

foremost institutional. The establishment and preservation

of a stable political framework, ensuring long-term protection

of rights, regardless of any future political developments, is

necessary. Despite the recent Velvet Revolution, this

institutional stability is not yet assured to my eyes. This

institutional challenge will notably require the establishment

of real counter-powers and their protection.

WHAT ARE THE BIGGEST HUMAN RIGHTS CHALLENGES FOR ARMENIA?

Indirectly I would say if Armenia tackle well

its issue of corruption, many aspects that is

linked with the protection of human rights

could change positively. 



THE NEXT STEPS IN THE PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

The volunteers all stressed different point of view concerning the human rights priorities in

Armenia. However certain imperatives recur on a recurrent basis in the volunteers' answers on

two aspects.

 

First, in the political sphere, long-term compliance with the international standards on this

subject: to put an end to the corruption, to create institutional stability through a proper

separation of powers, especially concerning the  judicial system and, in a more general way, to

ensure a global trust in the system.

 

Secondly, in the societal sphere, improving the situation for all: to  create a change of

perspective by anchoring in mentalities the fact that the protection of a certain number of

individuals that are not yet in the Armenian global mindset must be ensured. As a main

source of concern, the volunteers are especially quoting the women and the LBTQ+

situation.  In the societal sphere, economic considerations are also seen as an integral part

of the protection of human rights that must be guaranteed to the individuals.



Armenia’s membership of the ECHR since 2002 has, in my opinion, a definite

but limited impact on the protection of human rights in the country. Definite,

because it creates a legal framework for the human rights protection and

offers the possibility of challenging both national court decisions and laws that

may be contrary to the rights enacted by the Convention. Limited though,

because I am not sure that the ECHR and the rights enacted correspond to the

Armenian judicial tradition and that the judgments given are followed by

tangible consequences at the national level. The small number of judgments

given concerning Armenia reinforces the idea that the ECHR has not yet

necessarily become part of the local judicial habits (in 2008, 16 judgments, 15

of which found at least one violation of the ECHR).

IS THERE AN IMPACT OF THE EUROPEAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS ON THE

ARMENIAN HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY?



Armenian civil society posesses great powers,

due to the size and interconnectivity of the

country. Promotion of human rights within civil

society groups will help grandly towards

establishing general norms of human rights in

Armenia.

I think it’s going to get better in due time. But it needs to be a

national effort, not a fringe element that tries to exert

influence over the locals without educating them on what

human rights really are. People should be able to decide how

they want to define their human rights.

Compared to the countries in the region, Armenia

is a beacon of democracy and human rights.

Compared to European standards, Armenia is

lacking behind, but catching up quickly. Armenia

is more democratic and is more human rights

centered than many EU countries. The next 10-

15 years will be important in continuing the

State-Building efforts and securing total rule of

law.

It is pretty difficult to have an overview of the protection of the

human rights in Armenia, considering the different challenges

the country is facing. However, it should be taken in

consideration that for the years to come the emphasis must be

placed on "first-generation" civil and political rights, without

denying the importance of setting up a framework for the

"second-generation" economic, social and cultural rights,

especially in an ex-USSR country such as Armenia.

GENERAL COMMENTS OF THE VOLUNTEERS



"Any society in which the guarantee of rights is not assured, nor the

separation of powers determined, has no Constitution." 
French Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen (1789)


