In May, 2009 several people who participated in the demonstration of March 1, 2008 applied to Helsinki Association seeking legal and moral assistance. Since March 1, 2008 up to day all of them have been called to participate at trials of the criminal cases related to the events of March 1, 2008.

They all have illegally been taken to the police departments and prosecutor’s offices till present where they underwent to torture and inhuman treatment.

Below is the brief information about each of the tortured persons.

Gagik Avdalyan has applied to Helsinki Association and told the employees that he was arrested on the night of March 2, approximately at 3:00 near the Shahumyan square. He was taken to the 6th Department of Police, where he was kept for 2 days. G. Avdalyan underwent torture and inhuman treatment; 6-10 men continually beat him. The police officers took G. Avdalyan’s passport and have not returned it back yet. 
He was forced to give testimonies against Myasnik Malkhasyan and Suren Sirunyan, the defendants to the criminal case of March 1. The police officers threatened him saying that he would be killed unless he wrote everything they needed. 

During the trial of S. Sirunyan G. Avdalyan announced that he refused to admit his pre-investigation testimonies, as he wrote them under torture. 

As a result of beatings that G. Avdalyan was subjected to in the 6th Department of Police, the latter had an injury of face bone.
Rafael Balbabyan, a witness to the criminal cases of Sasun Miqaelyan and Myasnik Malkhasyan applied to Helsinki Association.  On March 1, R. Balbabyan was among the demonstrators. An unknown person hit him in his back and in his head and lost consciousness.  R. Balbabyan lost his eyesight as a result of concussion of the brain. 

On the next day the policemen took him to the prosecutor’s office and forced him to give written testimonies against Myasnik Malkhasyan and Sasun Miqaelyan. However, he did not write anything. Then, for several times, R. Balbabyan was taken to the police department and national security service. There he was not beaten as he was already cruelly beaten. The officers exerted pressure on his 26 years old son and on him, and R. Balbabyan announced that he would commit a suicide if the police officers visited him again.

During the trial of S. Miqaelyan, R. Balbabyan announced that his pre-investigation testimonies did not correspond to the reality, they were not valid, as he was not the person who wrote them, but the testimonies were written by the investigator to case. He is being forced to admit that the testimonies have written by him and they fully correspond to the reality. However, he denies admitting it. 

It is worth mentioning that the passport of R. Balbabyan is still with the deputy of the chief of the Police. 

Gevorg Muradyan, a witness to the criminal case of Hakob Hakobyan stated that he was not present at the demonstration held on March 1, 2008 and had never participated in any demonstration before. He did not know H. Hakobyan closely. He only knew that H. Hakobyan was a resident of Matlatia-Sebastia district and was a Member of Parliament. He had not heard H. Hakobyan to make any calls or announcements. He stated that the testimonies given by him in the police department and in the prosecution agency did not correspond to the reality. The testimonies were obtained under torture. 

G. Muradyan was taken to the Police Department of Shahumyan district. The investigator and the policemen who were questioning him subjected G. Muradyan to beatings and inhuman treatment. They forced him to write the testimonies in accordance with their sayings. When he refused to write anything, they again beat him. He stayed in the police department for 3 days. As far as he was a minor then, he was questioned in the absence of his parents and a lawyer saying that he did not have the right to ask for a lawyer, they did not explain to him his rights. They changed his date of birth on the paper, as they wanted to conceal his real date of birth. 

G. Muradyan mentioned that his body bore numerous signs of beatings. While they were beating him, they said that G. Muradyan had a heart and kidney diseases, and they should not beat him to death. On the 3rd day, he learnt the testimonies obtained under torture by heart, and only then he was set free. The chief of the investigation department Gabrielyan did not beat him, but he warned him not to change his testimonies, otherwise his beatings would continue. Together with investigators he was in the scene of action, where they did instruct him about the locations of several cars. When G. Muradyan returned back and said that he had not seen any car before, Vaghinak Mkrtchyan, the investigator slapped in his face.

Hmayak Galstyan was among the people who applied to Helsinki Association in order to seek any legal and moral assistant. 

He was one of the participants of the demonstration held on March 1, 2008. On that day he was arrested by the police officers and was taken to the 6th Police Department, where he laid on the floor for more than 2 hours. He stayed in the police department a whole day and was cruelly beaten during the whole day. Only a day later he was allowed to make a phone call and asked his parents to bring his passport. He was set free on March 2, 2008 at 3:00 am.

H. Galstyan was called to court as a witness to the cases of Suren Sirunyan, Alexander Arzumanyan and Myasnik Malkhasyan. During the trial Galstyan announced that he refused to admit the testimonies given by him during the pre-investigation stage, as they were obtained under beatings and torture. 

Tatul Karapetyan, one of the participants of March 1 demonstration applied to Helsinki Association and told the organization’s staff that he was taken to the police department of Hrazdan region and was kept there for 3 days. During all these days he underwent torture and inhuman treatment; also they used electro-shock in order to obtain necessary testimonies. 

The police officers forced him to give testimonies against Sasun Miqaelyan. During those 3 days that he was kept there T. Karapetyan was not allowed to make a phone call or to have a lawyer. Then, he was taken to the General Prosecutor’s Office where he was again threatened. There he was kept from 9:00 am till 23:00 pm. 

Melkonyan Yasha was taken to the police department on March 13, 2008. He had been kept there for two days and had given a written undertaking not to leave his place. There was a difference of 2 hours between the time he was released and the time he mentioned in the police. As a result he was called to the Police Department of Hrazdan, Kotayk region again and Sergo Markosyan, the chief of the criminal investigation department beat him. There were also 2 other policemen there, but S. Markosyan was the most aggressive one among them. None of the policemen wore a policeman uniform. He was subjected to torture and inhuman treatment by them. He told the employees of Helsinki Association that he was forced to give testimonies which did not correspond to the reality, because he was subjected torture. He was not tortured while being in the prosecutor’s office, but the officers exerted pressure on him and forced him to testify against Sasun Mikaelyan. Now regrets about it. 

Y. Melkonyan was kept in the police detention cell a day, then he was taken to Erebuni Detention Facility, and again was kept there a day. Then he was taken to the Court of First Instance of Avan and Nor Nork districts. The Court decided to convict him to 2 months pre-detention.
Also, he had been in the detention place of National Security Service. He received the necessary medical aid. He was kept there for two months and was convicted to 2 years of imprisonment. He admitted his accusation (he was accused of hitting the policeman). He was called to participate in the trial of Sasun Mikaelyan as a witness, but realizing that he would be chased, he escaped and till today he holeups. 
Mushegh Shushanyan, the lawyer presenting the interests of Grigor Voskerchyan made several statements that the witnesses underwent pressure both in courts and in the national security service. The lawyer did not mention the source of information due to security. According to M. Shushanyan during the trail of May 12, 2009 Aghasi Grigoryan, the officer of the National Security Service of Abovyan was in the room assigned for the witnesses. After the trial he left the court building together with witnesses Vahan Manukyan, Luiza Stepanyan, Namadyan Ghamo, accompanied them to the “Yerevan” cinema, and then went away. Vardan Hasratyan, another officer of the NSS of Abovyan was following them. He had also been in the court building during the whole trail. 
The defense attorney demanded the Court to take measures in order to guarantee the witnesses' security. G. Poghosyan, the judge to the case gave a rough answer in response to it. 
Arestakes Vardanyan, the witness to the case of Grigor Voskerchyan participated in the demonstration held during the pre-election campaign for 2 times. On February 8, 2008 he was taken to hospital of Artashat with heart breakdown and was discharged from the hospital on February 18, 2008. He stayed in his father's house till March 7, 2008. In the middle of March the policemen phoned him and called him to the police department without any summons. A. Vardanyan explained to them that he had been in the hospital due to his health condition and showed them corresponding medical documents. Afterwards, he had been called to the police department and to the national security service for several times. A. Vardanyan told the Helsinki Association that they did not exert any pressure on him. In his pre-investigation testimonies A. Vardyanyan wrote that he saw G. Voskerchyan giving money to the people and heard him saying that they would seize the power.

On May 5, 2009 he was called to participate at the trail of G. Voskerchyan as a witness. He did not manage to give testimonies on that day and was again called to the Court on May 22, 2009. It is worth mentioning that he rejected to admit his pre-investigation testimonies. 
Khachik Davtyan, one of the activists participating in the demonstration of March 1, 2008 applied to Helsinki Association seeking any legal or moral support. During the demonstration he was injured badly by a weapon called “Cheryomukha 7” and was taken to hospital. On March 6, 2008 the police officers visited him without representing themselves as policemen. They demanded Kh. Davtyan to tell everything, but the latter refused complaining that he was not able to speak. As he was not able to write anything, his mother gave written testimonies instead of him. 

On May 17, 2008 3 police officers (who did not wear the police uniforms) paid another visit to him. They did not show any summons and demanded Kh. Davtyan to come to the prosecutor’s office. He refused to go due to his health problems. However, Khachik Davtyan was taken to the General prosecutor’s office, where he underwent torture and was threatened by the investigator to the case Hovakimyan.

On May 12, 2009 Kh. Davtyan was again called to the prosecutor’s office to meet the same investigator Hovakimyan. Nevertheless, Kh. Davtyan refused to go there without a lawyer. 

Khachik Davtyan told the Special Group dealing with the investigation of the events related to March 1, 2008 that he witnessed the 11th victim of the events of March 1, 2008. At present he is being called to the General Prosecutor’s Office in order to be questioned.  

Henrik Hartinyan, who was among the participants of the well known demonstration of March 1, 2008, applied to Helsinki Association and told the organization’s staff that on March 2, 2008 his car was stopped near the Liberty Square without any explanations. An unknown person hit him on his head and he lost consciousness. H. Hartinyan was cruelly beaten, his bones were even broken. When he regained consciousness, he found himself in the 6th Police Department. They started to question him and he was told that he’d better write everything the way they wanted; otherwise he would not stay alive. H. Hartinyan wrote everything they wanted as he was not able to realize anything. H. Hartinyan was set free on March 3, 2008 at 3:00 am. 
The law enforcement bodies of Armenia committed criminally liable actions provided by Article 341 of the Criminal Code of Armenia (To give testimonies by the force of the judge, the prosecutor, the investigator or the investigative authority).

Part 1 of Article 341 of the Criminal Code of Armenia says:

In case the judge, the prosecutor, the investigator or the investigative authority applies force on the witness, the suspect, the accused, the defendant or forces the expert to give false examination results, or to force the translator to do false translation is punished by depriving the judge, the prosecutor, the investigator or the investigative body of the rights to hold certain positions or to be engaged in certain types of activities up to five years, or by detention up to three months, or by imprisonment up to two years.

Part 2 of Article 341 of the Criminal Code of Armenia says:

The same action, committed towards the persons mentioned in the part 1 of Article 341, combined with mockery, torture or another sort of abuse is punished by imprisonment from three to eight years, by depriving of the rights to hold certain positions or to be engaged in certain types of activities up to three years.

Part 3 of Article 341 of the Criminal Code of Armenia says:

Actions provided by the parts 1, 2 of Article 341 of the CC of Armenia which led to serious consequences are punished by imprisonment from six to twelve years, by depriving of the rights to hold certain positions or to be engaged in certain types of activities up to three years.

In case the passport is taken illegally, Article 199 of the Law of Armenia on Administrative Infrigements provides administrative liability. In case the passports of citizens are taken illegally by the authorities leads to the warning or leads to the fine of 5-10 percent of minimal payment.   

Nevertheless, the law enforcement bodies continue infrigements, they roughly violate the Laws of the Republic of Armenia, which in its turn leads to the violation of human rights enshrined by the Constitution of Armenia, the European Convention of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and other relevant international instruments which Armenia adopted since its independence. 
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